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2009 IECC
Bubba says

“KISS- Keep it 

simple stupid”

GA DCA Codes web site:

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/constructioncodes/programs/codes2.asp

GA Energy Code is based on 

the IECC with amendments 

that adjust the Code:

1.To be based on homes we 

build in Georgia

2.The way we build in GA

3.Easy to use & enforce



new
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GA Amendments to 2009 IECC
• Not a lot of Georgia amendments needed for the 2009 IECC

– Many of the Georgia Energy Code amendments are now in the IECC – some will be pointed 

out.

– DOE will not be doing a GA RESCheck or COMCheck

– Utilize/Reference the DCA Website for compliance tools. 

– USE RECA for a GA Energy Code handout

• Tasks & Recommendations:
1. Georgia Definitions-

1. Keep Air Barrier & Attic knee Wall

2. Delete Green Roof & R-value 

2. Appendix A, “AIR SEALING KEY POINTS”

3. Crawl space amendment

4. Attic Knee Wall R-18

5. Low-e windows in Climate Zone 4

6. Pull-down/disappearing stairs amendment

7. Electric Resistance heat amendment 

8. Metal Building amendments

9. GA Energy Code compliance certificate at:

http://www.dca.state.ga.us/development/constructioncodes/programs/codes2.asp 

9. Review proposed amendments

3



2009 Proposed amendments 
Revise Section to read as follows.

1. 103.1.1 Above code programs. The code official or other authority having 

jurisdiction shall be permitted to deem a national, state or local energy 

efficiency program to exceed the energy efficiency required by this code. 

Buildings approved in writing by such an energy efficiency program shall be 

considered in compliance with this code. One and two family dwellings 

receiving a Home Energy Rating by a Certified Home Energy Rater and 

receiving a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) index of 100 or less, when 

using and approved software shall be deemed to comply with this code.

see: http://www.resnet.us/ and www.energystar.gov for information on HERS .

2. IECC 2009-2 Proposed definitions of space (Phil Brown Proposal)

– Space

– Cooled Space

– Heated Space

– Indirectly conditioned attic space

– Unvented attic assemblies

• Semi-heated space

• Unconditioned space
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1. GA definitions amendments
AIR BARRIER.  Any material that blocks air flow between a 

conditioned space and an unconditioned space, including 

necessary sealing to block excessive air flow at edges and 

seams.  (Information on proper air sealing may be found in 

Appendix A, ‘AIR SEALING KEY POINTS’, on the U.S. 

Department of Energy’s Building America website 

[www.eere.energy.gov/buildings/building_america], and 

in the Energy and Environmental Building Association’s 

[EEBA’s] Builders Guides [www.eeba.org].  These 

references include guidance on identifying and sealing air 

barriers.)

Recommend keeping this definition
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GA Amendments to 2009 IECC
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GA Amendments to 2009 IECC
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2009 IECC

Recommend deleting 402.2.9 in IECC and adopting the current GA 

amendment and 9 inches up the stem wall.
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GA Amendments to 2009 IECC
• Attic Knee wall R-values (R-18)

– This requirement & Low-e in CZ 4 trades off the attic pull down/ 
disappearing stairs amendment.

• Climate Zone 4 Low-e windows

• The Disappearing stairs amendment
– 402.3.7 Weather-stripped access doors. Weather-stripped access 

doors (maximum U-0.35), weather-stripped hatches/scuttle hole covers 
(minimum R-19 insulation or maximum U-0.05), or weather-stripped 
disappearing/pull-down stairs (maximum U-0.35) shall be calculated as 
a sub-element with a U-factor of U-0.05 or insulation R-value of R-19.  
Weather-stripping, factory applied or approved by the local building 
official, shall be deemed to meet the sealing requirements of Section 
402.4.1.

• Consider adding as a footnote to table 402.1.1 “weather-stripped 
disappearing/pull-down stairs (maximum U-0.35) shall be considered as 
complying with Table 402.1.1”. 

• Note the difference between R-30 and U-0.35 is about 100 BTU’s per hour 
or approx $8.50 per year. Applying the GA Attic Knee wall amendments 
saves this many BTU’s (80 sf attic knee wall) or increasing the attic 
insulation from R-30 to R-30.1 (based on the GA Model Home). 
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GA Amendments to IECC
• Revise current GA electric heat amendment based on the 2010 IECC amendment
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403.1.2 Primary heat source. For new dwelling unit central HVAC 

systems, or replacement HVAC systems installed in dwelling units

that were originally permitted after January 1, 1996, electric-
resistance heat shall not be used as the primary heat source. 

Primary heat source is defined as the heat source for the original 

dwelling unit system. 

Exception: Alterations or additions of 50% or less than the original 

conditioned floor area. 

See current GA amendment below



GA Amendments to 2009 IECC
• The GA Metal Bldg Amendments
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GA Amendments to 2009 IECC
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GA Amendments to 2009 IECC
Table 402.7.1 was added to the GA amendments to prevent an assembly 

from being R-0. The simple way to do this is add a footnote to Table 

402.1.3 that specifies “The Ceiling and Basement Wall U-factors are 

mandatory maximum values and shall not be traded-off using UA 402.1.4 

Total UA alternative or RESCheck”. 

Note: This would still allow a Section 405 Performance trade-off using 

REMRATE, Energy Gauge or other approved software programs

Delete entire Table 402.7.1 and add footnote to Table 402.1.3
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2009 IECC
• Major changes to 2009 IECC from 2006 IECC

– Residential major changes are:

1. Table 402.1.1 SHGC - 0.30 and CZ 4 Fenestration U-0.35

2. Test for building envelope tightness (402.4.2.1) Blower door 

test

3. Duct tightness (403.2.2 Mandatory) duct blaster

4. Note: now references M1401.3 (HVAC sizing Mandatory 

403.6) GA has required this since 2005.

– Commercial

1. Based on ASHRAE 90.1-2007 instead of ASHRAE 90.1-2004

2. Adopt as published with GA metal building amendments
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2009 IECC
This was a Georgia Amendment and now is in the 2009 IECC.

This is an amendment approved at 1st hearing in Baltimore and covers 

what we say in the current page 3, Air sealing key points GA amendments:

402.2.3 Wind wash baffle. For air permeable insulations in vented attics a 

baffle shall be installed adjacent to soffit and eave vents. Baffles shall 

maintain an opening equal or greater than the size of the vent. The baffle 

shall extend over the top of the insulation inward until it is at least 4 inches 

vertically above the insulation full height. The baffle shall be permitted to 

be any solid material such as cardboard or thin insulating sheathing

May want to put this language on the Air sealing key points
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Amend Air sealing key points for wind wash
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Amend Table 402.1.1 CZ 4 0.30 SHGC & attic knee wall R-18

0.30

Attic Knee walls shall be minimum  R-18 with an air barrier on attic side of any permeable insulation
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Revise Table 402.1.3 with footnote
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Add following footnote:

The Ceiling and Basement Wall U-factors are mandatory maximum values and shall 

not be traded-off using UA 402.1.4 Total UA alternative or RESCheck”.



2009 IECC
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GA Amendment Appendix E

Add DCA web 

site to 

Appendix E
20

Delete current 

Appendix D 

Checklist since this 

Table 402.4.2 Air 

Barrier Insulation 

Inspection & 

Georgia Energy 

Code Compliance 

certificate covers 

all the important 

items in the 

checklist



2009 IECC
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2009 IECC with 2010 amendments

America's model energy efficiency code for new home 

construction (International Energy Conservation Code, 

or IECC) would be close to meeting the 30% target 

included in legislation that has cleared both the full 

House of Representatives and the Senate Energy & 

Natural Resources Committee if action taken at the

International Code Council (ICC) Codes Forum hearings 

in Baltimore is upheld by the ICC Final Action Hearings 

in 2010. The IECC is the model code recognized in 

federal law, green building standards, and nearly all 

states. 

22



Georgia Energy Code
• It has been an honor and a privilege to have served on the 

Georgia Energy Code Task Forces and assist GA DCA Code staff 

for the last 15 years.

• It is my firm belief that everyone can be replaced and any good 

professional should always be training a replacement. Steve 

Skalko is back on the Task Force and brings over 20 years of 

experience dealing with national and state codes. Steve was a 

voting committee member of ASHRAE 90.1-2007. Ridge Davis has 

field and classroom experience and is attending the national 

code hearings. Ridge as outstanding knowledge of RESCheck.

• I will always be available to offer my professional opinion. I’ve 

kept my cell phone number as a Atlanta numbers so Greater 

Atlanta area Code Enforcement Officers and interested parties 

can call me without it being long distance.

• Thanks for the wonderful memories!
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